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Revisiting Adolescent Society: School Organization, Peer Culture,
and Teacher Control Strategy !

RUO-FAN LIU

National Tatwan Dmvem{)

This study 1s based on the author’s five-years of fieldwork, 35 teacher and 55 student fol-
low-up interviews, and an historical analysis of the “Holistic High School” 1n Tarwan. While
most research discusses how the configuration of social ties influences the status system of
teenagers, how that status structure transmits culture 1s seldom illustrated. The study asks:
What factors bridge the gap between adolescent society and adult community? How do teen-
agers develop rituals to enter or exit adolescent subgroups, and how do they achieve success in
adolescent society? Finally, how do teachers use institutional settings to select and refine these
raw materials into adult languages?

This study relies on the concepts “playing” and “learning.” Learning 1s a cultural process
that transmuts structured knowledge. In contrast, playing 1s a cultural process based on a senes
of loosely defined and highly interactive games that helps teenagers recognize their status po-
sition 1n peer society. I argue, through playing, teenagers combine, create, and integrate social
categories to include or exclude others On the other hand, teachers select sexuality, masculinity,

and “their rules” that they develop to tailor adolescent social categories into adult languages,
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