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Abstract

Using data from a panel survey of Taiwanese youth conducted between
2000 and 2011, we investigate the formation of adolescents’ gender-role
attitudes, and the stability and change in attitudes during their transition to
adulthood based on socialization and situational theories. Our data indicate
that adolescent attitudes are increasingly egalitarian compared to those
held by adults. According to latent growth models, socialization exerts a
significant effect on adolescent attitudes, but with significant differences
between females and males. Further, we found that parental attitudes are
central to the formation of attitudes among both young females and males,
with family cultural contexts as better predictors than parental role modeling
as adolescents age.

Last, the findings suggest that current life situation is a better predictor of
adolescent gender-role attitudes than family background during the transition
to adulthood. The long-term influences of early family socialization on the

adolescents’ attitudes are discussed.
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